
BLOOMFIELD TOWNSHIP  
 
 
 
 
 

BUILDING 
DIVISION  

2016 ANNUAL REPORT 

  
Patricia Voelker, Director 
Planning, Building, & Ordinance 
  
 



Table of Contents 

Mission Statement Page 3 

Personnel  Page 4 

2016 Inspection Totals Page 5 

Building Division Effective Codes Page 6 

Permit Services  Page 7 

Permit Fees Page 8 

Issued Permits Comparison Page 9-13 

Commercial Plan Review Comparisons Page 14 

Sylvan Lake Comparisons Page 15-16 

Accomplishments of 2016 Page 17-20 

     Township Open House Page 17 

     Minor Home Repair Program Page 18 

     Building Industry Association Meeting Page 19 

     Online Inspections Page 20 

Goals for 2017  
 

Page 21 

2016 Building Annual Report 

Annual Report is derived from data collected January 2, 2016 until December 31, 
2016. 



Mission Statement 

Our Mission Statement: 
As Representatives of  the Bloomfield Township 

Planning, Building and Ordinance Department, we 
pledge to provide our services in a fair and consistent 

approach with the highest level of professionalism.  
We are dedicated to upholding the Township adopted 
plans, codes, ordinances and standards that maintain 

the quality of life and safety for current and future 
generations. 
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Building Division Personnel 

Name and Title Years of 
Service 

Patricia Voelker, 
Director 

14 

George Kilpatrick, 
Building Official 

10 

Kathy Davis, 
Administrative Assistant 

20 

Kristi Thompson, 
Planning & Building Clerk  

13 

Danielle Brent, 
Building Clerk  

3 

Christian Fox, 
Project Coordinator, Building Inspector, & Plan Reviewer 

5 

William Myers, 
Building & Mechanical Inspector 

3 

Rick Firlik, 
Electrical Inspector 

7 

Todd Haneckow, 
Plumbing Inspector  

27 

Thomas Benson,  
Mechanical Inspector 

11 

Bob Thibeault 
Building Inspector 

5 
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   Get involved! Stay 
informed! Click on the 
 links to get started. 

 Inspection Totals 

Inspection Type 
Total 

Amount 
Weekly 
Average 

Building 4553 88 

Electrical 3364 65 

Mechanical 3170 61 

Plumbing 1946 37 

2016 Building Annual Report 

• Building inspections are 
performed by state certified 
employees to assure compliance 
with code requirements and with 
the approved plans submitted for 
building permits.  The inspectors 
provide public safety by 
enforcing municipal and state 
codes relating to construction, 
alteration, and installation of 
electrical, mechanical and 
plumbing equipment and 
systems. 

Building

Electrical

Mechanical

Plumbing

5 

http://www.bloomfieldtwp.org/Services/PlanningBuildingOrdinance/BuildingDivision/OverviewBuilding.asp
http://www.bloomfieldtwp.org/Government/Ordinances.asp
http://www.bloomfieldtwp.org/Forms/Building.asp


Effective Codes 

• Building  2012 Michigan Building Code 
  2012 Michigan Uniform Energy Code 
    

• Electrical  2012 Michigan Electrical Code 
  2011 National Electrical Code  
  *Including 2011 MI Part 8 Rules 
 

• Mechanical  2012 Michigan Mechanical Code 
    

• Plumbing  2012 Michigan Plumbing Code 

  
• Residential Codes effective February 8, 2016: 

 
• Building  2015 Michigan Residential Code 

  2015 Michigan Uniform Energy Code 

  2015 Michigan Building Code 

  2015 Michigan Rehabilitation Code 

  

• Electrical  2015 Michigan Electrical Code 

  2011 National Electrical Code 

  *Including 2011 MI Part 8 Rules 

  

• Mechanical  2015 Michigan Mechanical Code 

  

• Plumbing  2015 Michigan Plumbing Code 
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Permit Services 
• Permit services involves all permit activities from when an application is submitted until a 

permit is issued.  The functions include screening applications/plans, and routing plans 
to building, mechanical, plumbing, electrical, fire and engineering staff for review.  
Permit services also assess and collect fees for all permits and change of occupancy 
applications. 
 

• Received 1,344 building applications 

• Accepted 764 building revisions 

• Received 77 tree applications 

• Received 30 fire suppression applications 

• Received 36 fire alarm applications 

• Received 45 change of occupancy applications 
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Certificate of Occupancy Type Total Amount Monthly Average 
  

Temporary Certificate of Occupancy 38 3 

Change of Occupancy (Full Certificate) 45 4 

Full Certificate of Occupancy 186 16 
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Permit Fees 

Permit Types   Total Fees Collected 

Residential New Construction $429,297 

Residential Addition/Alteration $383,874 

Demolition (includes all types) $11,430 

Deck $16,557 

Swimming Pool / Hot Tub $6,044 

Pool Fencing & Signs $10,535 

Accessory & Ordinance $24,975 

Commercial (not including demolition) $279,181 

Tree (includes all types) $12,500 

Electrical $217,460 

Mechanical $229,265 

Plumbing $141,070 

TOTAL $1,762,188 

2016 Building Annual Report 

* All other categories are 1% or below 

25% 

23% 

17% 

13% 

14% 

8% 
 New Residential

Add/Alt Residential

Commercial

Electrical

Mechanical

Plumbing
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Building Permits 
Comparison Charts 

• In 2016, the Building Division issued 40 complete residential demolition building 
permits, with a monthly average of 3. 

2016 Building Annual Report 

• In 2016, the Building Division issued 59 new residential building permits, with a monthly 
average of 5. 
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Building Permits 
Comparison Charts 

• In 2016, the Building Division issued 863 addition/alteration Residential building 
permits, with a monthly average of 72. 
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Subcontractor Permits 
Comparison Charts 

• Subcontractors are individuals, or in many cases a business, that sign a contract to 
perform part or all of the obligations of another’s contract.  A subcontractor is 
generally hired by the general or building contractor.  These contractors include 
Plumbing, Mechanical and Electrical trades. 
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• In 2016, the Building Division issued 877 plumbing  permits, with a monthly average of 73. 
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• In 2016, the Building Division issued 1,579, electrical permits, with a monthly average of 132. 
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Subcontractor Permits 
Comparison Charts 
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• In 2016, the Building Division issued 1,480, mechanical permits, with a monthly 
average of 123. 
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Picture: Sunroom fireplace 



Permit Totals 
Comparison 

Permit Types   2014 2015 2016 

Tree (includes all types) 73 77 76 

Ordinance 132 179 161 

Residential Building* 907 939 941 

Commercial* 110 107 87 

Demolition (includes all types) 60 52 53 

Electrical 1,661 1,644 1,579 

Mechanical 1,376 1,458 1,480 

Plumbing 777 815 877 

TOTAL 5,096 5,271 5,254 

2016 Building Annual Report 

All other categories are 1% or below 

3% 

18% 

2% 

31% 

29% 

17% 

Ordinance

Bldg. Residential

Commercial Bldg.

Electrical

Mechanical

Plumbing

* not including demolition 
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Plan Reviewers 
Comparison Charts  

• The Building Plan Reviewers provide 
technically proficient plan review of 
proposed construction plans and 
documents to verify conformance 
with structural and non-structural 
code requirements.  Theses projects 
can include new buildings, 
alterations, additions, and repairs to 
existing buildings.  The building plan 
reviewers conduct reviews in a timely, 
consistent, transparent, professional 
and courteous manner for each 
application.  When necessary, pre-
construction meetings are conducted 
for code interpretations and to 
resolve major code issues on larger 
projects prior to issuance of the 
permit. 

Commercial Plan Review 2015 2016 

Building 419 275 

Engineering Consultant 79 55 

Electrical 193 170 

Mechanical 123 92 

Plumbing 101 66 

Fire 351 251 

Planning 329 261 

TOTAL 1,595 1,170 
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Sylvan Lake Inspections 
Comparison Charts 

Inspection Type Sylvan Lake  
Bloomfield 
Twp. 

Building 79 4,553 

Electrical 59 3,364 

Mechanical 57 3,170 

Plumbing 43 1,946 

Total for 2016 238 13,033 

Beginning in the Fall of 2011, 
Bloomfield Township entered into 
an agreement with the City of 
Sylvan Lake to perform 
inspections, plan review and 
permitting services for the 
adjoining community.  The City of 
Sylvan Lake consists primarily of 
residential homes with a limited 
amount of commercial properties. 
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Sylvan Lake Permits 
Comparison Charts 

Permits Issued 2015 2016 

Building 34 34 

Electrical 35 28 

Mechanical 33 24 

Plumbing 24 28 

Total 126 115 

2016 Building Annual Report 
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The average number of staff hours per permit for Building is 2.5 hrs. and for 
subcontractors (Electrical, Mechanical and Plumbing) is 1 hr. 

Permits Issued 
Fees Collected Est. Total Staff 

Hours 

Building $15,344 85 

Electrical $3,330 28 

Mechanical $3,390 24 

Plumbing $2,630 28 

Total $24,694 165 

Fees collected and staff hours 
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Accomplishments 
Open House 

• For the seventh year, the Building Division along with the Planning and Ordinance 
Divisions participated in the 2016 Annual Fall Township Open House. 

2016 Building Annual Report 
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Accomplishments 
Minor Home Repair Program 

• Bloomfield Township Senior Services facilitates the Minor Home Repair program with 
funding from Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) funds.  The Building 
Division supports the Bloomfield Township Senior Services in their administration of this 
program. 

• In 2016, eight Bloomfield Township homeowners were approved for assistance in their 
home repairs.  Some of the repairs included: 

• Install bay window opener device, front porch stairs, insulation, master bath safety 
handles and railing,  

• Replacement of furnace, soffits, siding, screens, window, mailbox, garbage disposal, 
storm door & roof shingles, 

• Tree maintenance, cut dead trees and dead limbs,  

• Adjust water temp, repair front walkway and driveway, clean gutters, attach dryer vent, 
and clean living room fireplace chimney. 

2016 Building Annual Report 
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http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=master+bath+safety+handles&view=detailv2&&id=75EEF52FF27861A5CB28AA8B0ADA735614E49B96&selectedIndex=5&ccid=hAHAJ2XX&simid=608033590778988740&thid=OIP.M8401c02765d7c2e6dd85f1dee30ed9bdo0
http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=furnace&view=detailv2&&id=E7DE62B1B7B1CC6492F0705C9548FAC1DB49678F&selectedIndex=9&ccid=WrgYcIXa&simid=608017338628246079&thid=OIP.M5ab8187085dae869b586f63cc82b6698H0
http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=clean+chimney&view=detailv2&&id=3AD71155FB9FF4E47EAE2897923966A62CBFF2C5&selectedIndex=42&ccid=nZ9Bw59x&simid=608041244408218578&thid=OIP.M9d9f41c39f718aa5acc83602d171809eo0
http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=sidewalk&view=detailv2&&id=71BDBA1DFA56BBED43D019F472BC9A51D2002BB5&selectedIndex=19&ccid=VLejCYcP&simid=608018257746464353&thid=OIP.M54b7a309870fb0151c471db6d443b018H0
http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=tree+maintenance&view=detailv2&&id=844E782C986EB349B522954833F98288AA366E36&selectedIndex=5&ccid=W2loro2o&simid=607991757799623129&thid=OIP.M5b6968ae8da875d93dde208431fb06deo0


Accomplishments 
Building Industry Association Meeting 

The Building Industry Association (BIA) of Southeastern Michigan has sponsored builder 
and community task force meetings at the Township for approximately 19 years.  In 2016, 
the Building Division hosted task force meetings on April 21st and October 13th. The 
meetings provide an opportunity for builders to meet with the inspectors and staff in a 
friendly and informative forum.  The discussion included pertinent topics such as the 
following: 

• Building activity in the Township continues to be strong with permit issuance on the rise. 

• Significant commercial projects underway; Hogan’s site, 100 W. Square Lake Road, and 
remodeled At Home store. 

• Former Bloomfield Park is now called Village at Bloomfield.  Redico Development 
Company is pursuing a mixed use development to possibly include a theater, hotel,  multi-
family residential units, office and retail. 

• Spring time reminder for builders to focus on keeping sites and roads clean and to 
provide a safe access. 

• Distributed changes in the 2015 Michigan Residential Code, which went into effect 
February 8.   

• AccessMyGov is available for online inspection scheduling/tracking and permit histories. 

• Ordinance Division reported on resident’s complaints, such as orange construction fence 
around construction sites being installed too early prior to construction, etc.  

From Forum: 
• Received reports from the bank representative of the lending market and interest rates.    

• Received reports from Consumers Energy 

• Received reports from DTE; all new, upgraded or relocated lines must be installed 
underground.  

• New from OSHA in effect on June  23, 2017: “Silica Rule”  Protection for workers on site. 
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Accomplishments 
Online inspections 

• The website allows homeowners and 
contractors to search for permit records, 
review completed inspections, and permit 
holders can schedule and cancel 
inspections.  The Building Division can 
create a new account for permit holders at 
the time of permit application or license 
registration.  Alternatively,  permits holders 
can create an account and link to Bloomfield 
Township records at 
www.accessmygov.com with a unique PIN 
number the Township can provide.  

•   

2016 Building Annual Report 
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http://www.accessmygov.com/


2017 Goals 
Enable highest standards of customer service: 
• Continue to provide good customer service by assisting walk-in customers and answering 

phone inquiries that request technical and code information. 

• Establish effective communications at the counter, on the phones, and with our website 
to assist residents and business professionals. 

  
Resource Management: 
• Actively promote the public’s use of the AccessMyGov.com website which allows access 

to permit and inspection history for Bloomfield Township properties.   

• By continuing to refine and streamline internal procedures, we strive to consistently 
improve on methods to expedite our permit process while utilizing the Building staff 
more efficiently. 

  
Website Updates: 
• Provide information for the Township’s website to highlight ordinances, safety measures, 

or current projects. 

  
2017 Annual Fall Township Open House: 
• Through community outreach, we can make the residents more aware of the important 

role the Building Division plays in the scheme of public safety as it relates to both 
commercial and residential structures. 
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   Get involved! Stay 
informed! Click on the 
 links to get started. 

Online  
Inspections 

AccessMyGov.com 
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http://www.bloomfieldtwp.org/Services/PlanningBuildingOrdinance/BuildingDivision/OverviewBuilding.asp
https://accessmygov.com/?uid=511
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