
Census 2020



What is the 2020 Census?
The Decennial Census

o The firs t census  w a s  in 1790

o Ha ppens  every 10 yea rs

o The Cons titution requires  tha t every person 
in the United  Sta tes  be counted

o It’s  the only time tha t everyone is  counted!

Other Surveys

o The Census  Burea u ta kes  ma ny surveys  of 
people  throughout the deca de, but those 
a re  only sa mples

o Popula tion es tima tes  ba sed  on the 
Decennia l Census  decide how  ma ny people  
to sa mple from ea ch community for the 
other surveys



Why does it matter?



“
“Ult im a t e ly , t h e  cen s u s  is  n ot  ju s t  a bou t  
t h e  s u r v ey . It ’s  a bou t  t h e  fu t u r e . If t h e  
cen s u s  fa ils , com m u n it ie s  w ill be  s t a r ved  
of cr u cia l r e s ou r ces , a n d  w e  a ll w ill h a ve  
t o live  w it h  t h e  con s equ en ces .”

- Op in ion : Eve r y  Pe r os n Cou n t s : 
Wh y t h e  Cen s u s  Mu s t  be  Res cu ed



Why is it important?
o Fa ir representa tion

o The results  a re  used  to rea pportion the  House 
of Representa tives , determining  how  ma ny 
sea ts  ea ch s ta te  gets

o Redis tricting
o Sta te  officia ls  redra w  the  bounda ries  of the  

congress iona l a nd s ta te  leg is la tive  d is tricts  in 
their s ta tes  to a ccount for popula tion shifts

o Funding
o Money is  spent on schools , hospita ls , roa ds , 

public w orks , loca l communities , a nd other 
vita l progra ms



$675 Billion
The distribution of more than $675 billion in federal funds, grants and support to states, 

counties, and communities are based on census data



What’s done with 
a ll t h e  in fo?



o Residents  use  the  census  
to support community 
initia tives  involving  
leg is la tion, qua lity-of- life , 
a nd consumer a dvoca cy

o Businesses  use  the  da ta  
to decide  w here  to build  
fa ctories , offices , a nd 
s tores  – w hich ultima tely 
crea te  new  jobs

Data use
o Rea l es ta te  developers  

use  the  da ta  to decide  
w here  to build  new  
homes a nd revita lize  old  
neighborhoods

o Loca l governments  use  
the  census  for public 
sa fe ty a nd emergency 
prepa redness



Allocation of Funds
Schools/Education Roads Health

CommunityEducation/Employment Misc.

Planning and 
Construction



Timeline
Ma rch 12-20

Ma iling  1  – Invita tion 
to respond online

Ma rch 16-24 
Ma iling  2

Ma rch 26-April 3
Ma iling  3

April 2020
Ma iling  4  –

Letter & ques tionna ire

April 2020
Ma iling  5

Ma y-July
Census  

enumera tors  
vis it  

non-respondents



Privacy
It’s  a ga ins t the  la w  for the  
Census  Burea u to publicly 
re lea se your responses  in 
a ny w a y tha t could  identify 
you or your household



Information 
collected may only 

be used for 
statistical purposes

The law is clear

The Census  Burea u 
ca nnot re lea se a ny 

identifia b le  
informa tion, not 

even to la w  
enforcement 

a gencies

Sta ff ta ke  a  life time 
oa th to protect 
informa tion –

viola tions  come 
w ith a  pena lty of 
up  to $250,000 
a nd/or up  to 5  
yea rs  in prison



Easier than ever!
This  is  the  firs t  t ime tha t you’ll be  a b le  to 
respond to the census  online



Oakland County – Com ple t e  
Cou n t  Com m it t ee  Coor d in a t or s
◇ Tyrone Jorda n
◇ Ama nda  Alka tib
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